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Dr. Rogers' focus in working with families and their young children with autism is to maximize the

everyday learning opportunities that exist in everyday life and maximizing those moments of

interaction to hold children's attention and provide them with learning opportunities that involve

communication, language, and social interaction embedded within the typical daily activities of

young children: meals, toy play, social games, books, outdoor play, and care activities. Dr. Rogers

and families work together to identify a child's learning strengths, areas of learning need, and

prioritizing the focus of their work together for a 6-12 week period. Individual learning plans for a

child based on these priorities provide clear steps for designing child learning, beginning at the

child's current level of understanding and moving along a developmental or behavioral sequence of

steps until the goal is reached. Parents are young children's most effective and important teachers,

and Dr. Rogers supports family members to provide needed learning opportunities at home.

Philosophy of Care

Dr. Rogers is a developmental psychologist whose research focuses on young children's

developmental problems, particularly involving cognition, language and communication, social

interactions, and problem behaviors. She is best known for her research work in understanding

early developmental trajectories of young children with autism and in developing and testing

intervention strategies for them focused on the use of the Early Start Denver Model, which she

developed with her colleague Dr. Geraldine Dawson. She provides intervention for young children

and their families as well as for infants who are at risk of developing autism. Her work with

graduate students, postdoctoral fellows, and other advanced trainees also focuses on working with

parents and their young children with or at risk for developing autism.

Clinical Interests

Dr. Rogers' research focuses on young children's developmental problems, particularly involving

cognition, language and communication, social interactions, and problem behaviors. She is best

known for her research work in understanding early developmental trajectories of young children

with autism and in developing and testing intervention strategies for them focused on the use of

the Early Start Denver Model, which she developed with her colleague Dr. Geraldine Dawson. 
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