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I have cared for children with problems with hand and arm function for over 30 years. I focus on

the child's function and performance, especially from their own perspective. My greatest

professional joy is learning from a child or their parent that my intervention has improved their

ability to accomplish a task that is important to them.

Philosophy of Care

Dr. Michelle James is a pediatric hand surgeon who cares for children with congenital

malformations, neuromuscular conditions including brachial plexus birth palsy and arthrogryposis,

and post traumatic hand deformations.

Clinical Interests

Dr. James's research interest is children's hand and arm function outcomes, particularly the ability

of children with hand problems to perform daily activities and participate in activities of their

choice. 

She has served as Principal Investigator for multiple funded multi-center studies of children's hand

and upper extremity function, one funded single-site study of thumb function, and another funded

single-site study of burned hand function and outcomes. She has published several prospective and

retrospective studies of functional outcomes for children with hand problems.
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Title Chief, Department of Orthopaedics at Shriners Hospital for Children

Professor, Clinical Orthopaedic Research

Specialty Orthopaedic Surgery, Orthopaedic Surgery - Hand, Orthopaedic Surgery - Pediatric Orthopaedic

Surgery

Department Orthopaedic Surgery

Division Orthopaedic Surgery

Pediatric Orthopaedics

Hand and Upper Extremity

Center/Program Affiliation UC Davis Children's Hospital

Address/Phone Shriners Hospital for Children, 2425 Stockton Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95817

Phone: 916-453-2180

Languages Spanish

Education M.D., UC San Diego School of Medicine, La Jolla CA 1983

B.A., UC Berkeley, Berkeley CA 1979

Internships General Surgery, UC San Francisco, San Francisco CA 1983-1984
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Residency Orthopaedic Surgery, UC San Francisco, San Francisco CA 1984-1988

Fellowships Hand & Microsurgery, Indianapolis Hand Center, Indianapolis IN 1988-1989

Board Certifications American Board of Orthopaedic Surgery, 2009

American Board of Orthopaedic Surgery, Hand Surgery, 2009

CA Medical Board, License

Hawaii, Medical License

Professional Memberships American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons

American Academy of Pediatrics

American Orthopaedic Association

American Society for Surgery of the Hand

California Medical Association

Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of North America

Honors and Awards Golden Apple Award, Health Volunteers Overseas (for extraordinary contributions in support of

educational activities at HVO training sites), 2011

Honorary Professor, La Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Nicaragua, Managua, Nicaragua, 2010

Outstanding Clinical Faculty Member, UC Davis Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, 2006

Leadership Fellows Program, American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons (AAOS), 2002

Outstanding Clinical Faculty Member, UC Davis Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, 1997, 1998
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